
Sailboats

 
 
Would you describe the deck surface on your sailboat as unusually slippery? What safety issues does this possible
hazard raise for yourself and the crew? How should one deal with the dilemma of slippage on the deck of a sailboat?
 

 
These are slippery issues. Improvesailing.com suggests the proper footwear, which is a good start. However, that
is only one part of the solution. There is also the deck itself. Products are available to assist with a slippery boat
deck, which include but are not limited to paints, clear sprays, flooring and matting:

 
Total Tread (Non-skid deck paint)

Slip Doctors (Clear, Non-slip spray)
Sinnsidelin (Flooring for boat decks)

Foammaker (Marine mats for boat decks)
 

https://improvesailing.com/questions/what-shoes-to-wear-sailing
https://improvesailing.com/questions/what-shoes-to-wear-sailing
https://www.amazon.com/TotalBoat-TotalTread-Paint-White-Quart/dp/B00J32JYV2?source=ps-sl-shoppingads-lpcontext&amp;ref_=fplfs&amp;psc=1&amp;smid=ATVPDKIKX0DER
https://www.amazon.com/SlipDoctors-Slip-Resistant-Spray-Fiberglass/dp/B004KA6ZHI?source=ps-sl-shoppingads-lpcontext&amp;ref_=fplfs&amp;psc=1&amp;smid=A35GAV959QXYTP
https://www.amazon.com/Flooring-Non-Slip-Marine-Decking-Swimming/dp/B09P1S3NR4?source=ps-sl-shoppingads-lpcontext&amp;ref_=fplfs&amp;psc=1&amp;smid=A2DN4JB55MIGEJ
https://www.amazon.com/Sheet-Yacht-Synthetic-Decking-Marine/dp/B077HR5MLM?source=ps-sl-shoppingads-lpcontext&amp;ref_=fplfs&amp;psc=1&amp;smid=A1WBZ7YTFQVWZF


 
Looking for boat detailing tips? Learn how to buff and wax non skid surfaces. 

 

 
Surface areas for sailboats isn't a common conversation that most people typically tend to have in passing.
However, it is a subject that merits further discussion in this particular case. Brace yourself for some strange new
words.
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ibfh8ucS1K8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ibfh8ucS1K8
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sailboat


 
Learning about boating is likely to require expanding your vocabulary; as the jargen and terminology that boating
people use to communicate may seem a bit dense, even like a second language, until you develop a proficiency for
it.
 

 
 

Seasoned sailers may have noticed that greenhorns, competent under most conditions and somewhat familiar with
the vessel, aren't entirely familiar with simple boating terminology. These are the important terms that the more
experienced sailers use, as they communicate with each other on the water, which obviously demonstrates that
knowledge is no substitute for experience.
 

 

https://www.google.com/search?q=define+greenhorn&amp;ei=WM3wYuWaFuWIptQPwquK8Ao&amp;ved=0ahUKEwjlpsbK7bb5AhVlhIkEHcKVAq4Q4dUDCA0&amp;uact=5&amp;oq=define+greenhorn&amp;gs_lcp=Cgdnd3Mtd2l6EAMyBQgAEIAEMgYIABAeEBYyBggAEB4QFjIICAAQHhAPEBYyCAgAEB4QDxAWMggIABAeEA8QFjIICAAQHhAPEBYyCAgAEB4QDxAWMggIABAeEA8QFjIICAAQHhAPEBY6BwgAEEcQsAM6BwgAELADEEM6DQguEMcBENEDELADEEM6BAgAEEM6CggAEJECEEYQ-QE6BQgAEJECOggIABCABBCxAzoLCAAQgAQQsQMQgwE6CAgAELEDEIMBOggIABCxAxCRAjoNCAAQsQMQkQIQRhD5AUoECEEYAEoECEYYAFC5BFjNHmD3I2gBcAF4AIAB-QGIAc8LkgEGMTIuMy4xmAEAoAEByAEKwAEB&amp;sclient=gws-wiz
https://asa.com/news/2022/03/14/boat-anotomy/


 
According to the American Sailing Association, learning the basics of sailing require knowing all of the parts of the
boat. Certainly there are a few of these terms that are interchangeable among different boats and these aren't the
only terms. This is an introduction to a new language, which after spending more time on the water, you'll gradaully
learn and use; likely on a daily basis.
 

 
Bow

Bow pulpit
Cockpit

Cockpit coaming
Companionway

Deck
Hull
Keel

Lifeline
Rudder

Stanchion
Stern

Stern pulpit

https://asa.com/news/2022/03/14/boat-anotomy/
https://asa.com/news/2022/03/14/boat-anotomy/
https://asa.com/news/2022/03/14/boat-anotomy/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bow_(watercraft)
https://www.google.com/search?q=what+is+a+bow+pulpit%3F&amp;ei=6Qj2YquuKvaJptQPmZS3cA&amp;ved=0ahUKEwjrxv-L68D5AhX2hIkEHRnKDQ4Q4dUDCA0&amp;uact=5&amp;oq=what+is+a+bow+pulpit%3F&amp;gs_lcp=-xiSAQQzNC41mAEAoAEBsAEKyAEIwAEB&amp;sclient=gws-wiz
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cockpit_(sailing)
https://www.google.com/search?q=what+is+cockpit+coaming&amp;source=hp&amp;ei=Own2YqbgDfKuiLMPge-V6AY&amp;iflsig=AJiK0e8AAAAAYvYXS8S-pHzzzUtPvcMjWU_tQ6UQINhU&amp;ved=0ahUKEwjm6e-y68D5AhVyF2IAHYF3BW0Q4dUDCAg&amp;uact=5&amp;oq=what+is+cockpit+coaming&amp;gs_lcp=Cgdnd3Mtd2l6EAMyBQghEKABMgUIIRCgATIFCCEQoAE6BAgAEEM6CwgAEIAEELEDEIMBOgsILhCABBCxAxCDAToRCC4QgAQQsQMQgwEQxwEQ0QM6BQgAEJECOgUIABCABDoICAAQgAQQsQM6BggAEB4QFjoICAAQHhAPEBY6BQgAEIYDOggIABAeEAgQDVAAWM9uYKtxaABwAHgAgAH_AYgBqA-SAQYxOC40LjGYAQCgAQE&amp;sclient=gws-wiz
https://www.google.com/search?q=what+is+a+sailboat+companionway%3F&amp;ei=TAn2YuLZH9jIptQPq7ujsAE&amp;ved=0ahUKEwjir4-768D5AhVYpIkEHavdCBYQ4dUDCA0&amp;uact=5&amp;oq=what+is+a+sailboat+companionway%3F&amp;gs_lcp=&amp;sclient=gws-wiz
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Deck_(ship)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hull_(watercraft)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Keel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lifeline_(ship)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rudder
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stanchion
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stern
https://www.google.com/search?q=What+is+a+stern+pulpit%3F&amp;source=hp&amp;ei=pAn2YqTJNYis5NoP0pie0AM&amp;iflsig=AJiK0e8AAAAAYvYXtE-JZDFk5G5ruZ88oBJ0OK15M8tV&amp;ved=0ahUKEwikq6Dl68D5AhUIFlkFHVKMBzoQ4dUDCAg&amp;uact=5&amp;oq=What+is+a+stern+pulpit%3F&amp;gs_lcp=Cgdnd3Mtd2l6EAMyBQghEKABMgUIIRCgATIFCCEQoAEyBQghEKsCMgUIIRCrAjIFCCEQqwI6FAgAEOoCELQCEIoDELcDENQDEOUCOgUIABCRAjoLCAAQgAQQsQMQgwE6CwguEIAEELEDEIMBOgQIABBDOhEILhCABBCxAxCDARDHARDRAzoICC4QsQMQgwE6DgguEIAEELEDEMcBENEDOgsILhCABBCxAxDUAjoLCC4QsQMQxwEQ0QM6CAgAEIAEELEDOgUIABCABDoICAAQgAQQyQM6CAguEIAEENQCOggIABCxAxCDAToICAAQHhAWEAo6BggAEB4QFjoICAAQHhAPEBY6BQgAEIYDUKgMWP48YJFBaAFwAHgAgAGSAogBphOSAQYxNS41LjOYAQCgAQGwAQo&amp;sclient=gws-wiz


Transom
Wheel

 
Speaking of interchangeable terms, see how Encarta's dictionary provides curious readers a general list of sailboat
parts that slightly differ from the ones listed above; most if not all of which should be familiar to experienced sailers.
 

 
The above image of a sailboat was cropped from the Encarta dictionary.

 
Batten
Boom

Boom Vang
Bow

Centerboard
Cleat

Cockpit
Crosstree
Forestay

Hull
Jib

Jib Sheet
Mainsail

Mainsheet
Mast

Rudder

https://www.google.com/search?q=what+is+a+transom+on+a+sailboat%3F&amp;ei=Pgv2Yv7pJcqnptQPnYS4iAc&amp;ved=0ahUKEwj-gNGo7cD5AhXKk4kEHR0CDnEQ4dUDCA0&amp;uact=5&amp;oq=what+is+a+transom+on+a+sailboat%3F&amp;gs_lcp=Cgdnd3Mtd2l6EAMyBggAEB4QFjIGCAAQHhAWMgYIABAeEBYyBggAEB4QFjIGCAAQHhAWMgYIABAeEBYyBggAEB4QFjIGCAAQHhAWMgYIABAeEBYyBggAEB4QFjoHCAAQRxCwAzoKCAAQRxCwAxDJAzoICAAQsQMQkQI6BQgAEJECOggIABCABBCxAzoECAAQQzoLCC4QgAQQxwEQrwE6BQgAEIAEOgsIABCABBCxAxCDAToRCC4QgAQQsQMQgwEQxwEQ0QM6DggAEI8BEOoCEIwDEOUCOgsILhCABBCxAxCDAToOCC4QgAQQsQMQxwEQ0QM6CwguEIAEELEDENQCOggILhCABBDUAjoICAAQsQMQgwE6BAgAEAo6BQgAEIYDSgQIQRgASgQIRhgAUO0RWMqSAWDAlgFoA3ABeAGAAbABiAHQGZIBBDMxLjmYAQCgAQKgAQGwAQrIAQLAAQE&amp;sclient=gws-wiz
https://www.google.com/search?q=what+is+the+wheel+of+a+sailboat%3F&amp;ei=cQv2YpbhGraIptQPytSTgAk&amp;ved=0ahUKEwjW3e7A7cD5AhU2hIkEHUrqBJAQ4dUDCA0&amp;uact=5&amp;oq=what+is+the+wheel+of+a+sailboat%3F&amp;gs_lcp=&amp;sclient=gws-wiz
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Encarta_Webster%27s_Dictionary
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Encarta_Webster%27s_Dictionary
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sail_batten
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boom_(sailing)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boom_vang
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bow_(watercraft)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Centreboard
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cleat_(nautical)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cockpit_(sailing)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crosstrees
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Forestay
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hull_(watercraft)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jib
https://en.wikipedia.org/?title=Jibsheet&amp;redirect=no
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mainsail
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sheet_(sailing)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mast_(sailing)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rudder


Sail Pane
Shroud
Telltale
Tiller

Traveler
Wind Indicator

 
The ASA image depicts 15 boat parts. Encarta's image depicts 22 boat parts. 

 

 
Notably, there are other parts of a sailboat that the above sources didn't list.

 
Badge

Bobstay
Boomkin
Bowsprit

Brace
Dinghy

Dolphin Striker
Figurehead

Gilding
Halyard
Jackline
Padeye

Port/Starboard
Rigging
Rope
Sail
Spar

Spinnaker pole
Square Rig
Standing

Stem
Taffrail
Yard

 

https://www.google.com/search?q=Sail+pane&amp;ei=Su7wYpuoGeSoptQPjM2j0Ac&amp;ved=0ahUKEwib9ZuAjbf5AhVklIkEHYzmCHoQ4dUDCA0&amp;uact=5&amp;oq=Sail+pane&amp;gs_lcp=&amp;sclient=gws-wiz
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shroud_(sailing)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tell-tale_(sailing)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tiller
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Traveller_(nautical_fitting)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apparent_wind_indicator
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Naval_heraldry
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bobstay
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boomkin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bowsprit
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brace_(sailing)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dinghy_sailing
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dolphin_striker
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Figurehead_(object)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gilding
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Halyard
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jackline
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Padeye
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Port_and_starboard
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rigging
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rope
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sail
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spar_(sailing)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spinnaker_pole
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Square_rig
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Standing_rigging
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stem_(ship)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Taffrail
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yard_(sailing)


 
Archimedes' principle explains buoyancy is achieved through displacement. In order to displace enough water to
remain afloat without being submerged, the boat must have an average density less than water. It is why the hull of
the boat must be hollow, as the air within the boat is lighter than the surrounding water. Regardless of a vessel's
hollow composition, whether it is concrete or fiberglass, its average density is less than water because of the air
within it.
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Archimedes%27_principle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Archimedes%27_principle


 
A hollow basketball can float. The air inside it has a density less than water.

 

 
A solid bowling ball cannot float. It's average density is not less than water.

 



 
It will sink not much unlike the way anchors sink, when dropped in the water.

 

 
Displacement is how all vessels from sailboats to aircraft carriers stay afloat.
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